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faith and life to chriſtians ' „ 
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of ſuch a treatiſe as this before us, it is certain he ought to 
have read them all; to think otherwiſe is very d 
as we lived ſo near, ſometimes converſed- together, and vi- 
ſited each other. Nay, befpre he printed his treatiſe upon 
atonement, he carried the ee to m — 3 8, An 
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Bis tuord were baptized ; which muſt mean, if there be any 
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ſwered before i it Was printed, whe 3 100 ſuffice at & pies... 
ſent : Tho“ if a more particular and diſtinct anſwer ſhou d 
ever be publiſhed to this greatly applauded pieces ttacig -the 
author cloſely t thro” all his intricacies, in order to expole and 
lay open his various arts, evaſions, diſtinctions, and tauto= * 
tes, his ſuppoſitions, certainly s, may be ſabes, and 
doubtleſſes, &c. &c. inſtead. of proof, together with his 
miſconſtructiom and miſapplicatipns of ſcripture, it can be. 
no credit ta thoſe who have fo highly applauded it. 
I have at preſent done with this eg of. Grace, and 
_ Baptiſm the Token of it, &c. But having _ 
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phors' which the ſcripture any where gives us of the ordi- 
nance of baptiſm, and the implantation of members into the 
chriſtian church. The text ſays, For if we have been planted 
together in the Likeneſs of his 7 [Chriſt's . death, we Hall Be 
alſe in the likeneſs F bis refurrettion. - ut Dr. Taylor ſays, , 
he © would tranſlate the A zoftle's words, . vat chert 
,, &e. thus: For i we have been made? rowers to- 
& gether with. Chrift in the likeneſs of bis death [or 4n that | 
© which is like his death] we Hall be alſo growers to gether - 
© with him in the likeneſs of [or in that which is like] bis 
« reſurrection. I reckon it is a metaphor (and a beautiful 
* one) taken from grafting, or making the cyon grow toge- 
« ther with a new ſtock, and have accordingly paraphraſed 
© the verſe.” Here I ſhall juſt obſerve, according to the 
doRor': s language, That if * twig which is cut off from 
its original foct, and js thereby become dead to the old trunk 
whence it is cut 0 of. is then grafted into a new each, then 1 
is not a natural branch ſhootin rae from it, but is only 
graft receromg, not a, new 4 as the doctor pretends, | ue 
only ſap or nouriſhment to continue. its life, or keep it 
owing. And as ſuch has no fimilitude with what Dr. | 
Taylor pleads for, viz. that the children of chriſtians are 
the bely — like the natural branches of a fruitful tree, 
10 are born members of the chriſtian church, and as ſi ch 
have a natural right to the ordinances, and to every other 
Kind of yOu nouriſhment Which i to by 1 1 LY 
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to hang 
known better; and his very anſwer upon it to learned 


divine ſeems to impl he was then conſcious that his para- 
phraſe and notes on this text was. wrong: Ant witd there- 


fore can rely upon commentators. when, w__ Ro wrelt 
ſcripture in this manner to favour'atiy kind 


or the leaſt change in a divine, inſtitution, — not malte 3 
reſentations after convnction? 


public retractation of ſuch 
Hence we find that great 


earning in a writer,” or the being 


+ a meer ſcholar, will not always enable a man 60: ſurmount 


the prejudices of education and nor is it a ſuſſi- 
pros ſecurity Ala their 3 unworthy me- 
thode, in order to ſerve a darling ſcheme. ' For herein what 
Dr. Wright ſays in his fermon on (cripture and tradition, 
p- 50, is fully 8 7 thus contradifting, and leav- 
© he the ſcripture, — ming are led into endleſs 
© mazes, and the mot « ahone! - 
in common life, are fuber * perpetual ty 
© have new yokes of bondage pu gige den every 
Here I ſhall cloſe this my Forerunner to a farther 2 
if need be, with ar oldhivation” e ſince made, bar wel 
ſuited to our learned e — 
5 © By education moſt have been m; W 1 
1 believe, becauſe t 5 bred : 
prieft continues what the nurſe 'be 
And thus the child inpaſes on the - 
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